
Verve... dynamics in the Vaughan Community 
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From Anna Baldussi Lato, Community Support Coordinator 

How did we come up with Verve? 

 
It ’s great to be neighbours and partners with A Stroke of Art.  

Adjacent to an art studio and artist definitely has its benefits. For one, 

the energy and creativity is constantly flowing between us.  Community 

events and venues are consistently shared which in turn creates 

participation and linkages for the people we support to the community.  

So why Verve...dynamics in our Vaughan community?  Verve simply 

defined...vitality, energy, spirit, l ife, animation.  Verve simply 

defined… the Vaughan community!  

 

United Way 
 
The United Way of York Region provides annual 

funding of $161,000 to Community Living York 

South to operate the community outreach 

program.  On November 4th, the 2005 

United Way Campaign had raised 40% of their 

campaign target.  Please give generously to the 

United Way and remember...you can designate 

your contribution to Community Living York 

South. 
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Did you know…. 
 
That Community Living York South has a Community Options 
program that assists individuals with a disability to find 
meaningful day options within their community to work or 
volunteer.  The people we support in Vaughan have found 
meaningful job experiences, not only with skilled training, but 
also by creating meaningful relationships with their employers.   
 
It is with these community members that we may be able to 
continue building foundations where we would like to make other 
individuals we support achieve there goals and dreams. 
 
We are always searching for new day options in our 
community.  If anyone has or is aware of any community 
connections in which you could link us up with, it would 
be greatly appreciated.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact Josie @ 905-264-7262 or 905-884-9110 
Ext. 512 

Right from the Supervisor mouth... 

 
“The individuals from Community Living York South have 

been very helpful with our children here at the daycare.  They 

take the time in doing extra duties to help all staff at the 

centre.”                   

Janet Batstone -Vaughan Family Child Care Centre  

 
“Greatly appreciated and always welcomed within our other 

local agencies”  
Vaughan Family Child Care Centre 

 
“Rosalia is a very hard worker.  She is very independent 

and is always ready to help out others.”   

Joe – The Cakery   
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Come and meet other families!  
 
At Community Living York South’s strategic planning day, families 
indicated that they wanted to have an opportunity for “Meet and 
Greets” with other families therefore we are extending an 
invitation to you to….. 
 
Come Out and Talk with other members from families who 
have  a  son or  daugh te r ,  b ro the r  o r  s is te r  w i th  an  
intellectual disability.  Share your experiences about the issues that 
you are facing and your ideas about how families could be 
better supported in our community. 
 
Come Out and Learn about innovative approaches to 
creating communities, schools, workplaces and public policies 
that support families in securing a good life for your family 
member with an intellectual disability as well as yourselves. 
 
Come Out and Advocate for yourselves and with other members 
to make changes with governments, community leaders and 
employers. 
 
OR JUST COME OUT!  and have a coffee on 
Community Living York South.   
 
Please contact  Brenda Crouse 
Community Development at  
Community Living York South 
 
905-884-9110 ext 227, 905-771-0011 ext 227,  
or 905-889-5239, x 227 
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Seneca College King Campus Strikes Big!!!  

 
How about that!! Three talented young ladies raised $511.00 in one 

night for the Vaughan Community Living office. Stella Raco 

completed her student placement with the Creative Theatre 

Workshop from February to April 2005. In her second year enrolled 

in the Social Service Worker Program, Stella with her classmates 

Alex Zaichkowski and Natasha Brown created a fundraising event for 

one of their courses. Held at The Moose and Firkin Bar and Grill on 

Saturday November 12, over 100 people came out to support the 

event while creating awareness in the community about the 

organization. Many thanks goes out to the Astro Poor Band who 

also contributed their time to the event and donating proceeds from 

the sales of their CD's. Sponsors included Angelo's Garden Centre, 

Mississauga Hardware, Dewalt, Buddha Baby, Sylvio Service 

Centre, Zellers, Angelo Virginilli and Peter Lamanna. So what are 

the comments, "Great Experience", "Good Response", "Awareness 

Created".... all in one fun filled night in fundraising.  

 
On behalf of the Vaughan Team and the Association, thank you 

Stella, Alex and Natasha for all of your hard work and effort! 

 


